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ABSTRACT 
 

ARGUMENTATION PATTERNS IN CELEBRITY CANCEL CULTURE 

DISCUSSIONS ON X 

Akbar Rachimsyah 
 

Department of English Education, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Kuningan 
 

University 
 

E-mail: akbarrachimsyah@gmail.com 
 

The rise of cancel  culture on  social  media has  changed  how public opinion, 

morality, and accountability are negotiated in digital communication. Celebrity 

controversies on X often spark public debates in which users express support, 

criticism, and arguments about public figures. However, previous studies have 

mainly focused on the social and psychological effects of cancel culture rather than 

on argumentation patterns in online discourse. Therefore, this study aims to analyze 

argumentation patterns in celebrity cancel culture discussions on X related to the 

Nicki Minaj controversy. Specifically, the study investigates the types of arguments 

used by users and how users support and contest arguments in online discussions. 

This study employed a qualitative descriptive method using the Toulmin Model of 

Argumentation as the analytical framework. The data consisted of 52 public tweets 

and reply tweets collected through purposive sampling from X. The data were 

analyzed by identifying claims, data, warrants, and rebuttals, as well as categorizing 

argument types into emotional, ethical, and logical arguments. The findings revealed 

that emotional arguments were the most dominant type (56%), followed by ethical 

arguments (31%) and logical arguments (13%). Emotional arguments mainly 

reflected disappointment, anger, and fandom attachment, while ethical arguments 

focused on morality and accountability. Logical arguments generally relied on 

evidence, popularity metrics, and counterarguments. The study also found that users 

frequently employed persuasive strategies such as emotional expression, evaluative 

language, sarcasm, and defensive framing in online discussions. In conclusion, 

cancel culture discussions on X are strongly influenced by emotional engagement, 

moral evaluation, fandom dynamics, and persuasive communication practices in 

digital discourse. The findings contribute to the understanding of digital 

argumentation and may also support debate and critical thinking learning in 

educational contexts. 

Keywords: cancel culture, argumentation patterns, social media discourse, 

Toulmin Model, persuasive strategies 
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