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ABSTRACT 

GITA SALSABILA LAKSMITA CANDRAWATI DEWI. The Potential of Caracas 

Urban Forest in Kuningan Regency as a Natural Tourist Destination. Supervised by 

YAYAN HENDRAYANA and IKA KARYANINGSIH 

Located northeast of Caracas Village in Cilimus District, Kuningan Regency, the 

Caracas Urban Forest is a site owned by the Caracas Village government and 

managed by the local Pokdarwis (Kelompok Sadar Wisata / Tourism Awareness 

Group). This forest was officially designated an urban forest by the Kuningan 

Regency Government in 2013 and is still in the process of facility and infrastructure 

development. The primary aims of this study were to identify the diversity of plant 

species and assess the current state of facilities and infrastructure within the Caracas 

Urban Forest. The research employed a quadrant sampling method, utilizing 35 

plots determined through purposive sampling, alongside interviews and direct 

observation for data collection. Analytical techniques included the Shannon-Wiener 

diversity index, the Simpson dominance index, and qualitative descriptive analysis. 

The results demonstrate a high level of plant species diversity in the Caracas Urban 

Forest, as evidenced by a Shannon-Wiener index (H') greater than 3. Concurrently, 

the dominance index was close to 0, supporting Odum's theory that low dominance 

values correlate with high diversity in a community. Currently established facilities 

and infrastructure include an office building, toilets, seven gazebos, a canteen, a 

semi-permanent prayer room (mushola), a parking area, and walking paths. Overall, 

these facilities are in decent and adequate condition. Conversely, a mosque, a 

campsite, and a fish pond have yet to be constructed. Moreover, there is an absence 

of directional and cautionary signage (e.g., no littering signs), and the quantity of 

available waste bins is inadequate. 

Keywords: Diversity Index, Dominance Index, Infrastructure, Urban Forest  
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