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ABSTRACT

ENGLISH TEACHERS’ PROBLEMS IN TEACHING ENGLISH FOR
MOTORCYCLE BUSINESS ENGINEERING STUDENTS (AN
ANALYTICAL STUDY IN VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS IN
KUNINGAN)

Ulfah Lutfiatun
Department of English Education, Faculty of Teachers Training and
Education, Universitas Kuningan
E-mail: 20200410033@uniku.ac.id

Abstract: English for Specific Purposes (ESP) plays a crucial role in vocational
education by supporting students’ professional communication skills. This study
aims to identify and analyze the challenges encountered by English teachers in
instructing students of the Motorcycle Business Engineering (TBSM) program at
vocational high schools in Kuningan. Employing a qualitative case study design,
the research utilized four data collection methods: a Likert-scale questionnaire,
semi-structured interviews, classroom observations, and document analysis. The
data were processed through Miles, Huberman, and Saldana’s (2014) interactive
model, which includes data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. The
results indicate that teachers faced various instructional difficulties across seven
ESP components: needs analysis, syllabus development, course design, material
development, methodology, implementation, and evaluation. Specific challenges
involved identifying students’ specific needs, aligning learning objectives with
vocational contexts, creating relevant materials, and engaging students with limited
English proficiency. In response, teachers adopted several adaptive strategies, such
as simplifying instructional content, contextualizing learning materials,
incorporating digital tools, and applying motivational approaches. This study
concludes that despite the presence of systemic barriers, English teachers
demonstrated proactive efforts and creativity in overcoming instructional
constraints. Nevertheless, the success of ESP implementation in vocational contexts
requires sustained institutional support and ongoing professional development to
ensure instructional effectiveness and relevance.

Keywords: English for Specific Purposes (ESP), teaching challenges, adaptive
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PREFACE

Praise be to Allah SWT, the Almighty and Most Merciful, who has granted
blessings and guidance to all people. May Allah bestow His blessings upon the
Prophet Muhammad SAW, the last of the messengers, his household, his
companions, and all those who follow his path until the Day of Judgment.

The researcher sincerely expresses her gratitude to Allah for granting her
the strength and health to complete this paper. This paper, entitled “English

Teachers’ Problems in Teaching English for Motorcycle Business
Engineering Students (An Analytical Study in Vocational High Schools in
Kuningan),” is submitted as part of the requirements for obtaining a Bachelor’s
Degree in the English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Universitas Kuningan.

The purpose of this paper is to identify the problems encountered by English
teachers in teaching English and the solutions they have applied. It is hoped that
this paper will provide valuable insights to all readers and inspire other researchers
to conduct further studies in related fields.

The researcher is aware that this paper is still far from perfect. Therefore,
constructive comments and suggestions from readers who have a deep interest in
this topic are sincerely welcomed.

Kuningan, 2025

Ulfah Lutfiatun
NIM 20200410033
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