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ABSTRACT

MUTUAL SUPPORT AMONG WOMEN IN SPENCER BARBOSA’S
INSTAGRAM COMMENT SECTION: AN ANALYSIS OF EMPHATIC
STRESS

Yollanda Zalfadila Ulhaq

English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Universitas Kuningan

e-mail: vollandaulhag27@gmail.com

Abstract: This research investigates how emphatic stress functions as a linguistic
strategy for expressing emotional solidarity and mutual support among women in
digital communication, particularly in Instagram comments.. The study aims to
identify the most frequently occurring types of emphatic stress and their
communicative functions. A qualitative descriptive method was employed,
analyzing 206 comments selected purposively. The data were categorized based on
the theory of Ginarti, Widyasari, and Wilyandri Sukma about types and functions
of emphatic stress. The analysis revealed that single groups were the most dominant
with 62.1% (128 occurrences), followed by duplets at 32.5% (67 occurrences),
triplets at 4.9% (10 occurrences), and quartets at 0.5% (1 occurrence). Regarding
functions, emphatic stress was most commonly used to express an opinion (12.6%),
followed by to strengthen the word (55.1%), to add dramatic effect (28.1%), and to
clarify (4.2%). These findings indicate that emphatic stress in online
communication serves as a powerful tool to convey emotion and intention,
particularly in informal, expressive contexts such as social media comments. The
study contributes to a deeper understanding of digital language features and their
pragmatic implications in online discourse.

Keywords: Sociolinguistics, Women's Language, Emphatic Stress, Mutual
Support, Spencer Barbosa.
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PREFACE

Praise comes to Allah SWT, The God Almighty and The Most Merciful,
who has granted his blessing to each human being. May Allah bless the Prophet,
Muhammad SAW as the last of the messengers, his household, his companions, and
those who follow him until the day of Judgement. The researcher wants to thank
God for giving her strength and health so that, because of Allah’s blessings, she can
finish her paper.

This paper, entitled “Mutual Support Among Women In Spencer
Barbosa’s Instagram Comment Section: An Analysis Of Emphatic Stress”, is
written as a part of the requirements for completing the Bachelor's Degree in
English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teachers Training and Education,
Universitas Kuningan. This paper aims to identify the types and functions of
emphatic stress used in the comment section of Spencer Barbosa’s Instagram.

This paper is expected to contribute to all readers and inspire other
researchers who will undertake further research in a related field. The researcher
realizes this paper is still far from being perfect. Therefore, critical comments and

suggestions from those who are deeply concerned with such a topic are welcome.

Kuningan, June 2025

Yollanda Zalfadila Ulhaq
NIM 20210410022
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