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ABSTRACT

GLIMPSING INTO TIKTOK'S VERNACULAR:
A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF TERMINOLOGIES AMONG USERS
Nabila Lutfiah Zahra
English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teachers Training and Education,
Universitas Kuningan

E-mail: nabila.lutfiah2014@gmail.com

Abstract: The aims of this research are to identify the forms categories of
terminologies that used in TikTok vernacular based on gender users identity. A
qualitative descriptive approach is used to discover these aspects. The data
collection technique used was data collection on the TikTok application.
Researcher as a key instrument of this research that found 60 vernacular
terminologies on TikTok. This research used the theory from Jacobson (2017).
The researcher categorized the data based on form and the gender identity of the
content creator. The data obtained from personal accounts of 39 female users and
21 male users. The result shows that there are five forms of terminologies that are,
16 word form, 11 phrases form, 8 blending words form, 16 acronyms and initials
form, and 9 adding prefix and suffixes form. There are some differences based on
gender demographics of users such as emotional expression, language used, and
content type. It can be concluded that the vernacular terminologies on TikTok

used by users are very unique, varied, and dynamic.

Keywords: TikTok, Vernacular Terminologies, TikTok Terminologies, TikTok

users
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PREFACE

Praise be to Allah SWT, The God Almighty and The Most Merciful who
has granted his blessing to each human being. May Allah bless the prophet,
Muhammad SAW as the last of messenger, his households, his companions, and
those who follow him until the day of Judgement. The researcher really wants to
thank God for giving her strength and health so that she could finish her paper.

This paper, entitled “Glimpsing Into Tiktok's Vernacular: A Descriptive
Study of Terminologies Among Users”, is written as a part of the requirements
for completing the Bachelor Degree in English Education Study Program, Faculty
of Teachers Training and Education, Universitas Kuningan. This proposal aims to
find out terminologies that have emerged among TikTok users.

This paper hopefully can contribute to all readers and become inspire for
other researchers who will undertake further research in a related field. The
researcher realizes this paper is still far from being perfect. Therefore, critical
comments and suggestions from those who are deeply concerned with such a topic

are welcomed.

Kuningan, September 2024

Nabila Lutfiah Zahra
NIM.20200410037
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