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ABSTRACT 

LIBERAL FEMINISM PORTRAIT IN THE BARBIE CHARACTER IN 

THE MOVIE ENTITLED “BARBIE” 

Sella Ranatasia 

English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teachers Training and Education, 

Universitas Kuningan 

20200410042@uniku.ac.id 

Liberal feminism is a perspective that states that giving women equal rights and 

opportunities is enough to eliminate gender injustice caused by the traditional 

gender roles. In the movie entitled “Barbie” that was released in 2023 represents 

liberal feminism portrait in Barbie characters. This research used Roland Barthes 

semiotics theory with Tong’s liberal feminism framework to identify how Barbie’s 

character represents the liberal feminism in Barbie the Movie. Qualitative method 

with case study approach was the primary methodology of this research. The data 

collection in this research by watching the whole “Barbie” the movie from internet 

platform, screen shooting and marking at the specific time that shows the portrayal 

liberal feminism in Barbie characters. In previous studies, no one has conducted 

research with the object of the ‘Barbie’ movie using Roland Barthes' semiotics with 

Tong's liberal feminism framework. The results show that are 23 pictures that shows 

the portrayal of liberal feminism in the Barbie characters. Barbie is portrayed as a 

woman who is not bound by the institution of marriage, has no children and does 

not exist to satisfy men and Barbie living in a utopian world where they can be 

whatever they want, free from societal oppression. 

Keywords: liberal feminism, semiotics, barbie 
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PREFACE 

Praise comes to Allah SWT, The God Almighty and The Most Merciful who 

has granted his blessing for each human being. May Allah bless the prophet, 

Muhammad SAW as the last of messenger, his households, his companions, and 

those who follow him until the day of Judgement. The researcher really wants to 

thanks God for giving her strength and health that because of Allah’s blessings she 

could finish her paper. 

This proposal entitled “LIBERAL FEMINISM PORTRAIT IN THE 

BARBIE CHARACTER IN THE MOVIE ENTITLED "BARBIE", is written 

as a part of requirements for completing the Bachelor Degree in English Education 

Study Program, Faculty of Teachers Training and Education, Universitas 

Kuningan. This paper is aimed to analyze the portrait of liberal feminism in Barbie 

the movie. 

This paper hopefully can give contributions for all readers and become inspire 

for other researchers who will undertake further research in a related field. The 

researcher realizes this paper is still far from being perfect. Therefore, critical 

comments and suggestions from those who are deeply concerned with such topic 

are welcomed. 
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